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them to the oceans just as is done now, where
they were spread out over the bottom thousands
of feet thick, and compacted by the weight of
the superincumbent water; this formed the
granite stratum which is the first in the series,
and uniformly covers the globe. The primeval
world, thus broken down by the abrasion of
chemical and mechanical forces then acting with
no greater energy than they do now, and sub-
merged beneath the waters, was permanently
solidified by internal heat and external pressure
into granite rock again; forming an immensely
thick floor for subsequent deposits of materials of
different qualities of rock through long periods,
borne down, in like manner, from successive up-
heavals of mountain ranges and extended plains,
all worn down in a similar way. Unimaginable
ages were necessary for this result. But who
does not see that such a theory is simply an
inference, not derived from any thing in the strata
themselves, but from a pure assumption as to the
sources whence the strata were derived, and the
methods by which they were comminuted and
deposited in a horizontal superposition? This
assumption is moreover based upon another,
equally unwarrantable: that the chemical and
mechanical forces of nature, acting as they now
do, were adequate to such stupendous effects.
But is this justified by our knowledge of such
forces ? We may ask, what appreciable diminu-
tion have they wrought upon naked granite within
the memory of man? None at all, and what then
becomes of the theory that whole continents of